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to cleanup and remediation activities, this estimate includes subsurface monitoring and surveillance of the sites for 
up to 100 years (DIRS 107294-DOE 1998). 
 
The Department is continuing environmental restoration at the Nevada Test Site and is studying and monitoring 
groundwater contamination of the underground test areas.  No long-term plans for remediating the underground test 
areas have been developed, and the wide range of costs, technical issues, and health and safety considerations in the 
report cited by the commenter make it premature to project an impact on the region from these activities.   
 
10 (13452)  
Comment - EIS010296 / 0038  
On page 3-7, it is noted that the range of water demand for lower-temperature operations, combined with ongoing 
NTS [Nevada Test Site] water demand would be slightly below the lowest estimate of sustained yield for the 
hydrographic area (western two thirds of the Jackass Flats Groundwater basin, see p. 4-29 of the Draft EIS), but the 
addition of an aging facility could lead to water use of 100 percent of the lowest estimated perennial yield.  It would 
be as low as 16 percent of the maximum estimated perennial yield.  Buqo (1999) notes on p. 14 that “Localized 
water-level declines and changes in flow directions in the vicinity of DOE water supply wells has occurred and will 
continue to occur in proportion to the level of water needed to support the Test Site Operations.  Overdraft has 
historically occurred on the NTS in the Yucca Flat hydrographic basin because of its perennial yield (700 acre feet 
per year).  Future DOE water withdrawals on the NTS are not expected to exceed the perennial yields of any of the 
source basins.”  The estimates of perennial yield are exactly that - estimates.  The estimated use might greatly 
exceed actual perennial yield.   
 
Response 
The Department used estimates of perennial yield that were prepared by the Nevada State Engineer.  The 
Department recognizes that these are estimates, but they represent the best estimates available.   
 
10 (13527)  
Comment - EIS010392 / 0010  
In light, of the effects on transportation, the cumulative impacts analysis should be re-evaluated.  As it is now, the 
cumulative impacts analysis is not sufficient.   
 
Response 
The design evaluated in the Supplement to the Draft EIS (the flexible design) does not substantially affect the results 
of the cumulative-impacts evaluation described in Chapter 8 of the Draft EIS.  The basic elements of the Proposed 
Action described in the Draft EIS are identical to the Proposed Action described in the Supplement; that is, to 
construct, operate and monitor, and eventually close, a geologic repository at Yucca Mountain.  Because the design 
enhancements described in the Supplement had little effect on other elements of the repository program, the scope of 
the Supplement was limited to a discussion of the new design and its associated impacts.  The transport of spent 
nuclear fuel and high-level radioactive waste to the repository would not be affected by the repository design 
described in the Supplement or how this design might evolve further.  The amount of waste that could be transported 
to the repository is fixed.  Therefore, the impacts of waste transport to the repository, including cumulative impacts, 
were not evaluated in the Supplement.  In Chapter 6 of the Final EIS, DOE has modified and updated several 
analyses related to the transport of spent nuclear fuel and high-level radioactive waste to Yucca Mountain in 
response to public comments.  Many of these changes are based on updated population data, and projections of 
future populations, near possible transport routes. 
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